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sidered it contrary to the interests of Germany and of
peace, for us to promote the restoration of the monarchy
in France, and therefore I opposed the persons who repre-
sented this idea.    This opposition became personal, and
was directed against the French ambassador,  Gontaut-
Biron,  and our own ambassador in Paris, Count Harry
Arnim.    The former was acting in accordance with the
party to which he naturally belonged, the Legitimist Cath-
olic;   but "the latter was speculating on the Emperor's
sympathies with a view to discrediting my policy and
becoming my successor.    Gontaut, an amiable diplomat of
good family, found a point of contact with the Empress
Augusta, both on account of her preference for Catholic
elements in and near the Centrum, with which the govern-
ment was in conflict; and also in his quality as French-
man, which, recalling the Empress's youthful memories
of the German court in pre-railway days, was almost as
good a recommendation as that of being an Englishman.1
Her Majesty had French-speaking servants;  her French
reader Gerard* had entrance to the imperial family and
correspondence.    Everything  foreign,  except  what was
Russian, had the same attraction for the Empress as it has
for so many natives of little German towns.    At the time
of the old-fashioned slow means of communication, a for-
eigner at the German courts, especially an Englishman or
a Frenchman, was almost always an interesting visitor.

1 See vol. i. p. 132.

* This man. probably recommended by Gontaut to her Majesty, carried
on an animated correspondence with Gambetta, which, after the death of
the latter, fell into the hands of Madame Adam, and served as the main
material for the work, La Soci&J de Berlin. On his return to Paris,
Gerard was for a time director of the official press, then Secretary of
Legation at Madrid, Charge d'Affaires in Rome, and in 1890 Envoy to
Montenegro,
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